PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

MEMBERS: 7
TERM: 5 Years

REGULAR MEETING INFORMATION:

WHEN: Thursday prior to Thursday after 2™ Tuesday, only when needed
WHERE: Superior Courtroom
TIME: 6:00 p.m.

AVERAGE LENGTH: 1 hour

SPECIAL MEETING INFORMATION:

WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:

AVERAGE LENGTH:

MAJOR DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES:

» Approval or denial of zoning applications, as a recommendation to Sumter County Board of
Commissioners.

SPECIAL SKILLS/ EXPERTISE/ INTERESTS:
* Members shall reside within Sumter County, GA

» None of the Planning Commission members shall hold any other public office, except that one
member may also be a member of the Board of Appeals.




SECTION 23.02

A

The present zoning ciassification and the proposed zoning ciassitication tor the subject

nroperty,

o All applications shall.be signed by the owners ar authorized agent (authorization must
be on file) and include the naime and address and daytime tefephone number ofthe

owner or authorized agent :

The area of Jand proposed to be rezoned shall be stated in acres to the nearest

hundredth of an acre.

In the case of a text amendment, the application shall set forth the new text to be added
‘and the exisfing text Ic be deleted.

PLANNING COMMISSION

CREATED: Pursuant to Arficle X, section 2, paragraph 4 of the Constitution of Georgra of
1983 and also pursuant to the general, the Sumter County Planning Commission

(hereinafter referred to as the "Planning Commission”) is hereby created and established.

MEMBERSHIP ANDAPPOINTMENT: The Pianning Commissionshall consist of seven (7)
members residing within Sumter County, Georgia. Noné of the ‘Plannihg”Cominission
members shall hold any other public office, except that one member may also be a member
ofthe Board of Appeals: Planning Commission mermbers may be removed for calise, upen

written chargés, and after public hearing. Any member of the Plahning Comrrission 5hall be

disqualified to act upon a matter before the Planning Commissionwith respect fo property in

Wh ch the member has an lnferest

QUORUM Four (4) members shaH consh‘ture a quorum for the transacnon of busmess

. TERM OF OFFJCE The farm of the members shall be for five (5 years except that in the
appointment of the first Planning Commission pursuant to this article, four (4) of the

members shall be appointed for three (3) year terms and three (3} memberg shall be

appomted for five (5) year terms. Any vacanoy in the membership shail be ﬂlled for the
' unmxp!red term in the same manner as the initial appomtmem R . _

f"OMDf:'\JSAT'ON The Planning mbers shail receive no compensatlon for

their service except that they may be rexmbursed ror out—of—pocke‘c expenmfures maae in

"'?f‘conn Ection with thelr duties’

CHAIRMAN: The Planning Commisgsion shall elect one (1) of its members as chairman, who
shall serve for one (1) year or until he is re-elected or until his successor is elected.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE: The County Commission may provide such technical,

administrative, and clerical assistance as is needed by the Board to Carry out its function

under the provisions of thesa rcgu;a’mo. 15,

75




H. RULES OF PROCEDURES: The Planning Commissionr shall

' &f the Planning Commissicn shia
" County C

rmake its own rules of

determine #s time of mestings. All mestings of the fanning
action shall be taken shall be open to the public and all records
Il be public records and shall be keptin the custody of the
ierk. The Planning Commission shall review each application in light of the,
county's comprehensive pian, the zoning criteria, and other facts prasanted at their meafing
and issue z finding which recomimends “approval” or “danial” of the application. The Zoning
Administrator will prepare a repori on each application to assist the Planning Cormmission in
their decision making process. The Planning Commissiori finding shall be forwarded as a
racommendafion to the Board of Commissioners. ' C

procedure and shall
Commission at which official

- POWERS AND DUTIES: The Planning Commission is Hereby vested with all the powers,

duties and reéponsitiiities provided by law. k

R

SECTION 23.03 = NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

" sign shall be ‘érected along the nearest a pened; public right-c

in‘stch a m i
$sification, the proposed zoning classification,

further information. If the land is sought o be reclass
“as shown on a plat recorded in the land récords ‘of the County,

“roties of public hearing shall _
" stafe the application file number, and

NG OF PROPERTY: Nof leés than fifieen (15) days nor more than forty-five (45)
lic hearing on any application for a map amendment,
ali erect at léast one sign for every
¢ road abuts therson, then such
f-way. Signis shall be erected

days prior to the i_dafé”‘s'éf‘fof_thé piib
and pursuarit to stéte law, the Zoning Administrator sh
public road frontage the subject property has. If no publ

] Hhhar A5 ay be most reddily séen by the public. Each sigri shall show the

application file number, the present zoning cla
the scheduled dated, time and place of public hearing, and the telephone number to call for
Liffed lies within mote than one (1) block
then a sign shall be erected
on the land in sach block. Each-hotification sign shall be maintained at all times by the
Zoning Administrator until a decision has heen made by the Board of Commissioners, the
rémoved.” 1 ‘ ‘ o - - _
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT. Not less than fifiean (15) days nor more than forty-five
(45) days prior to the scheduied dats of the publi¢c hearing, and pursuant te state law, a
: be publishied in the legal organ of the county. Such hotice shall
shall contain a summary of the proposed amendment

in the case of a text amendmeant, and the location of the property, its ared, -owner, the
a map

current zoning classification, and the oroposed classification in the case of

éﬁﬂéﬁﬁment ‘

SECTION'23.04 PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS

£ NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES: A notice shall be delivered to the applicant and the

Planning Commission, of the date, time, and place of hearing. All application files shall be
placed in the custody of the Zoning Administrator and shall be open to public Inspection

during reguiar office hours. .




e T

B. HEARING PROCEDURE:

_C')

1.

Upon the completion of a rezoning appf!cafion or the draft of a text amendment, public
‘hearings will be scheduled by the Planning Commission and the county commission
respectively. The official public hearing required by state law will be hield by the Board of
Commissioners, and public notice will be given no less than fiffeen (15) days norimnors

. than forty-five (45) days prior to the official public hearing date, |,

/—\II public hearmgs on zomng matters shall be placed on the preSIdmg commission’s
agenda under s section enfitfed "Public Hearings.” After an initial presentafion of a

specific zoning request fo the presiding commission by the desighated county staff,
cifizen .commenis will be heard in an orderly fashion. The presiding commission’s
chdirmman or des;gnated representative will ask for those citizens speakmg in favor ofthe

request first, followad by those epposead fo the issue.

Citizens shall be rsquested to keep their comments as brief as possible so all who wish

to be heard will have adequate opportumty to speak When there is a iarge number of
citizens wishing to testify at a given hearing, the presiding officer may invoke time

limitations on individual speakers: however, the time limitation is not to be less than ten

| ('IO) minutes per side. [n such cases, these time lszts shall appfy to af! speakers

Cr’dzens sha address the!r Comments o the pres;dmg commlssmn as a whole Arracks

on individuals or cross examination of commission members county empi loyees, or

- other citizens will be ruled out of order

After all citizen Commenfs have been recefved further, drscussxon df the spmcﬂ'"c

application Is reserved for the presidi ing commzssnon The commission has the pmv;iege
to ask any quest ons of staff or any cilizen present for ciarmcat fon.

lr.h‘ ‘che Plannmg Commrssmn is pres;dfng overthe hearmg members may tg :en Vote on the

application for a map or text amendment and ferward the recommendation to the Board

or Commzssmners

| Af tha oﬁlc al pubhc hear ing .in ﬂ’ont Df the Board of Commlsszoners the Board of

Commiss;oners can close. the pubhc hear ing. and vo’te on the apphcatlon at the, next

~ regular voting session..

:‘ INFUKMA FION ON SPEAKERS: Al speaKers will be requ;red to prowde their name and

address for the public record, and sign a campaign disclosure form. This form requires all
those speaklng in favor of, or in opposition to a rezoning to disclose whether they have
made campaign contrlbutlons aggregating $250.00 or more to any member of the Board of
Commissioners within the past two (2) years. Such disclosure shall include the name of the
commissioner(s), the dollar amount, description, and ddie of each such. campaign

: -oo*_nidbuﬁon.




D. PUBLIC HEARINGS RECORDS STANDARDS!

{. The Planning Commission secretary and county clerk shall mechanically record the
" proceedings of their respeactive public hearings. If requested by any party, verbatim
franscripts of the public hearing can be prepared, but only if requested and purchased In

_advance by the requesting party.

Recorded tapes of public hearings shall be kept securs and shall ot be srased for one
(1) year from the date of the public hearing. -

. . A summary of the proceedings of each meseting will be made avallable to the public
within two (2) working days after the meeting. i ' o
4. Tha record of the publi¢ hearing and all evidence (e.g., maps, drawings, traffic studies,
etc.) submitted at the public hearing shall be noted as such and shall become a
permanent part of the particular zoning amendment’s fiie.

STANDARDS FOR EXERCISE OF ZONING POWERS

SECTION 23.05

in order to provide for the public health, safety, morality, and general welfare of the citizens of the

county, the following zoning criteria are astablished. The foliowing criteria, the recormiméndation of

the Pianning Commission and any other factors relevant to balancing the public interest, shall be

considered by the Board of Commissioners in making any zoning decision, =~ "~

- Wil the zoning proposal permit 2 usé that is suitable irt view of the use, development and

Zoning of adjacent and nearby property? T o ‘

B.~ What is the effect on the property value of the subject propérty should the existing zoning be

retained? o T ' o e R

ir denied, will the effect on the applicant's property value under the existing zoning be offset

by the gain o the health, safety, morals or general welfare'of the public? ..

IS ‘ EE P S A oo ‘ # o

‘D. Has the propéfty beer undeveloped an unusual lehgth of time as cdrrently zoned,
" considered in the contekt of land development in the ‘area in the vicinity of the property?

E. Wil the zoning proposal resultin a use that will or could cause an excessive orburdensome

use of existing streets, transportation facilities, schools, police protection, fire protection,

public heaith facilities, or emergency medical services?

is the zoning proposal in conformity with the policy and infent of the future fand use plan for
the physical development of the area?

Is the subject property weil suited for the propesed zoning purpese’?

H: Will the zoning proposal adversely aifect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearty”

property?

Does the subiect property have a reasonable economic use as currently zoned?
B 38
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J. Are there other exisfing or changing conditions affecting the use or-development of ihe
subject propsrty which give supporting grounds for either approvai or d\sapprovaI of the

Zening proposal?

Would the change create an isclated district unrafatad to the surrounding district, such as

“spot zoning”?

Lo Arethe prasent mmng district boundaries ilfogically drawn in refation to existing condifions
inthe arsa? ‘ )

M. is the change requested out of scale with the needs of the county as a whole or Lhe
“immediate neighborhood™?

N, Is it impossible to find adequ_afé sites for the proposed use in districts permitting such use

. and already appropriately zoned? :

0. Would thers be an ecological or pollution resuliing from the propoesed zoning if it is granted?

SECTiON 23.06 BOARD OF APPEALS

A MEMBERSHIP
" MEMBERSHIP AND- APPOINTMENT: The Sumier County Board of Zoning Appeals
hereinafier referred to as the "Board” shall consist of five (5) members residing within
Sumter County, Georgia. None ofthe Board members shall hold any other public office;

aexcepl that one member may also be a member of the Planning Commission. Boéard
and after public hearing.

rmembe’s may be removed for cause, upon wrilten charges, a
Any member of the Board shall be disqualified to act upon a matier bafore the Board

with respect to properﬁy in which the member has an interest.

w2 TERM QF CFFICE: The ferm of office for each member of the Board shall be forfive (5)
vears; howaver, in the- appomtmem of the first Board; fhree (3).of " the members shall be
appointed for three {3) years and two for five (5) years. Any vacancy in the Tembership

- shall be filled for the unexpired ferm in the samg . manner as the initial appointment. I
one appaintes is from the Planmng Commission and he ceases 10 be a member of said
Planning Commission during the term of hlS appointment to the Board, his membership
...on.the Board shall terminate and the governing authority may name a member of said

Planning Commission to il the unexpired term of its omgmai appoinies

3 COMPENSATION The Board members shali receive no Compensaﬁdn for their service

endiiures made in connection

. n
. excapt that they may be reimbursed for cut-oi-pocket exper

" with their duties.




